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In the world of bicycle racing, Lance By G¥
Armstrong is likely one name that repre- Hometo
sents endurance and dedication to many If yoi
people. What many may not realize is that e |
the first woman to ever ride around the of the'li
globe was not a professional cyclist at all, and Sy
but rather a mother of three from Boston. Rtk
This summer, two local girls will recreate year is
part of her ride and one of the journey’s R
stops will happen right in town.
For s¢
; The woman in question is Annie “Lon- has hos
: donderry” Kopchovsky, a 23-year-old the tal¢
Jewish immigrant who took the record- i
breaking ride in 1895. Using a 42-pound of whit
Columbia bike, she embarked on a journey the seri
spurred on by a wager that she could not .
ride around the world in 15 months. Annie
m jumped at the opportunity to prove her crit-
o ics wrong and, in accomplishing the goal, |

eamned herself $5,000 as part of the bet.
Her voyage, meanwhile, is one that contin-
ues to inspire to this day.

“Annie got herself around the world on
her ingenuity and charm,” says Walpole
resident Meghan Shea who, along with
Gillian Klempner, co-founded Spokes-
woman Productions. The company was
created as a means to film a documentary
which details the ride to take place, as well

(¢

as how the girls prepared for the joumney. IBJY Ntl
omeld

Beginning on August 12th, “Team Lon- Gods
donderry” will leave the State House in ofBn
Boston and embark on a ride that will take Friday
them to New York by August 19th. One Walpo
tearn member sure to attract a lot of atten- ) Gospel
s is.Gmy“S?nder?Q'f,Who willibe nicing PHOTO SUBMITTED a jourr
an antique “high bike”. The 73-year-old.  popan Shea (left) and Gillian Klempner will take part in a journey this summer that will ings
who is also helping to plan the ride, biked .. e, bike from Boston to New York in seven days. The girls and their group “Team belove
HISTORIC RIDE  Londonderry” are currently looking for support for the trip that will make a stop on the feeling

continued on page 31 ~ Walpole Town Common.
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